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0HHI8TIAH EDUCATION. 
We take thc following from'the New 
York Oòserver, written by E. P. Marvin. 
We consider it an excel•lent article, on a 
subject which deserves far morè attention 
frora the Christian church than ít now re- 
ceives : 

The education of the rising generation 
is a matter of vital irnportance to both 
church and state. 

1, An intel•lectual, sesthetical and sec- 
ular education is not sumcient to secure 
welfare or safety. The carnal mind of 
the natural man is enmity against God, 
and its natural development does not rad- 
ically change its nature, but onlyenlarges 
and energizes it. We cannot destroy the 
mole Crime by destroying the cave Ignor- 
ance. The most accomplished viliians in 
the land are "brainy men," and the devil 
is morè brainy than all. God wants holy 
men, and the country needs moral and 
honest nien. In the hands of bad men 
our wonderful niechanical inventions be- 
come "the mechanics of depravity." Ig- 
norant barbarians are sometimes morè 
moral than cultured civilians. The gold- 
en age of Grecian and Roman civil ization 
was the foulest moral corruption. The 
fine and unparalleled sense of beauty in 
form and cultivated by theGreeks, had no 
connection with the sense of duty. 
Science and mental philosophy have no 
conscience. The grammatical declension 
of virtue has no connection with its prac- 
tica. The "shaggy demons of the wild- 
erness" who trampled out the polished 
civilization of Rome, were raore moral 
than those cultured pagans. The sesthet- 
ical age of Louis the Fifteenth and Ma- 
dame Pompadour was "the Age of Sharae." 
It is said that the civilized whites of the 
Indian territory are less moral than the 
original pagan Indians. Education, by 
its inventive genius, may create morè 
skillful knaves and morè dangerous neigh- 
bors. Eating of the fruit of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil brought 
in the devil's millennium. The knowledge 
of good and evil does not insure a love 
for good and hatred of evil. Lucifer 
may be as brainy as Michael, but the 
spirit of one makes heli and that of the 
other heaven. Ignorance is only one of 
many concotni sants of crime, and knowl 


edge is anothéV. The principal source 
vice and crime is in the evil heart of man, 
and the only sovereign remedy for thïs is 
the gospel. 

2. We must educate the moral nature 
of man by the Word of God and get it re- 
generated by the grace of God. A secu- 
lar civilization is often accompanied by 
the worst of morals, as we see it in Paris 
and other modern capitals. We cannot 
make children honest by teaching them 
the multiplication table, nor virtuous by 
teaching them grammar, nor benevolent 
by teaching them geography. There is 
no logical connection between secular 
education and a good character. To make 
men moral we must educate the moral na- 
ture on the basis of revealed religion. 
Washington said : "Religion and morality 
are the essential pillars of civil society. 
Whatever may be conceded to the influ- 
ence of refined education on minds of a 
peculiar structure, reason and experience 
both forbid us to expect that national 
morality can prevail in exclusion of relig- 
ious principle." I.eave poor human na- 
ture to its "unperverted instincts,"or sím- 
ply develop "the natural man," and some 
Caesar will soon arise with a drawn sword 
for a sceptre. And good and wise peo- 
ple will say : "Better Nero than a mob." 
No sòlid sanctions and imperative mo- 
tives for virtue, honesty and justíce can 
be found outside of the Christian religion. 
Men who believe they are to die like 
brutes will be likely to live like brutes. 
If they believe in no monarch in heaven 
they will want none on earth. 

3. Then how supremely important 
both to church and state is the Christian 
education of the young in our famílies and 
in all our schools of learning. It is said 
that after Rússia had tried secular educa- 
tion for awhile, her prime minister said to 
the czar : "We are raising a race of de- 
mons." Our own statesmen teli us that 
"we must stop raising rogues if we would 
get rid of the race." Christian instruc- 
tion should begin with the dawn of exist- 
ence and predominate through the 
whole course of education. The Bible 
never speaks of "social regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit. Uosanctified learning 
is one of the greatest perils of the church 
to-day. Family religion and family gov- 
ernment would do morè to save the state 
than all the good government clubs. 
"First, midst and last," we should teach 
"what man is to believe concerning God 
and what duty God requires of man." As 
eternity surpasses time in duration and 
irnportance, so does this surpass all other 
knowledge. If our children are trainedin 
secular homes and secular schools, and 
grow up godless, our boasted scicnce will 


shine like an elèctric light over a moral 
graveyard, and our splendíd civilization 
like others preceding it, will go down in 
anarchy and blood. "Human happiness 
has no security but freedom, freedora 
none but virtue, virtue none but knowledge 
and neither freedom, virtue nor knowl- 
edge has any security or immortal hope, 
except in the principies of the Christian 
religion." 

THE OUTLOOK FOR MAT 28. 
One of the leadlng features of the sev- 
enth annual Rscreation Number of The 
Outlook, just issued, is a collection of 
spirited and exciting true shortstories un- 
der the general title "Thrilling Moments,.*' 
Dr. Parkhurst relates an adventure iri 
mountaineering, Dr. Van. Dyke cne in 
fishing, General Greely one of war times, 
Mr. C. F. Lummis one in Western life, 
Mr. Poultney Bigelow, in canoeir/g, Mr. 1 
Walter Camp in football playing, and so 
on. Eleven "Moments" in all are recall- 
ed, and they are admirably Ulustrated by 
the wellknown artist Dan Beard. An- 
other out-of-door feature deals with 
"Pholography on the Heights," and in- 
cludes articles on Greenland by the fam- 
ous explorer, Lieutenant Peary, Switzer- 
land by Madame Gozzaldi ; the il•lustra- 
tions are numerous and excedent. "The 
Spectator Awheel" gives an entertaining 
account of bicycle trips about New York 
and shows what may be done with a wheel 
and a kodak in the way of having a good 
time with neither expense nor great ex- 
v ertion. "The Real Broadway" describes 
by text and picture the iovely rural Eng- 
Hsh village where Mr. Abbey, Mr. Millet, 
and other American artists have done 
much of their best work. Ian Maclaren's 
novel continues to give humorous pictures 
of Scotch life. A useful article for refer- 
ence and information is thatgiving dates 
and facts about conventions, anniversaries, 
summer schools, and othercomingevents. 
An illustrated review of the just-publish- 
ed "Life and Letters of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes" occupies the principal place 
among the book reviews. The editorial 
departments are full, and give the weekly 
history of current events with impartial 
comment for which The Outlook is not- 
ed. (Í3 a year. The Outlook Company, 
13 Astor Place, New York.) 


The Califòrnia Conference appointed 
brother J. W. Beer to edit all papers read 
at their meeting and send them to this of- 
fice for publication. Let other confer- 
ences follow the exaraple of Califòrnia. 
We regard this as a capital idea. Every 
paper sent in was ready to hand to the 
compositor withoqt any correction. This 
conference has three ex-editors among its 
rnembers. «Perhaps this accounts for the 
precaution taken. 


